

SOOTH VIMTNASS 

Tietnamese krmj apparently -noting cautious- 
ly against Hoa Hao rebels (7,000) under 

General Soai. 

A. Mo sajor fighting has yet developed; 
Boat's troops apparently surrounded 
in snail quadrilateral between Bassac 
and Hekong Hirers. 

B. Other rebel force (3,000) under Ba Cut, 
—although giren to tough talk — has 
not nored to support Soai nor has 
Vietnamese Arssy sored against it* 

C. Anti-Soai campaign night end quickly 
through large-scale rebel defection®, 
or could drag ©a for weeks as clearing 
operation. 

D. But Army's hoary superiority in numbers 
and weapon* leaves little doubt of 
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| ‘XI* 'Boat pressing question olsoviutr* on 

horiae-a 1* problem of July *85 talks 
wltfe Yiet MLttJb os ? 3® all-Vietnam elections* 
k* Tint iiab ittppiag up campaign to put 
©rer its oia interpretation Genera 

®* C-i»*-C Gi&p, has made speech (22 Hay) 

citing "new phase" in struggle to 
implement Genera agreement. 

1* Said most improtant problem in 

sight mis to prepare for consulta- 
tions to be held from 20 July 
onvard, as specified by Genera 
declarations. 

C. Giap blasted alleged US effort to 
sabotage election plans; claimed 
Defease Secretary Wilson, on ere of 
Genera, had made clear US intent to 
make Vietnam demarcation line permanent, 
like Korea. 
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1. Glap praised French spokesmen 

for their assurances that Genera 
terns would be faithfully &dfe«r«H$ 


D. At press conference in Hanoi on 6 June, 
Yiet Mi nte Y ice Presitr (Phan Yan Dong) 
cited Geneva terns in brushing aside 
question whether consultation confer- 
ence night not be held. 

1. Dong put French on notice, stating 
"the other signatory of the Geneva 
agreements, and the interested 
parties nust execute their obliga- 
tion. " 

K* Yiet Minh spokesmen taking care to 
state they will give all guarantees 
necessary to Insure "completely free 
elections." 
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wtltfred Burchett, | 

stated at Bandung la April 
that Yietnas was one place where 
elect loan coaid be held on British |. 
sodel since Ceesuniste sure ol 
winning* 

HI. France , as Genera signatory, showing con- 
cern regarding responsibilities contracted j 
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1. London Bally Worker correspondent, 


for. 

A. french see Dies’s proposed Saigon 
4-Jkrwwr Conference as chance to 
pressure Yistnasese to take initiative 
on pre-election consultations. 

B. French suggest that Western powers 
propose either that two Genera presi- 
dent# (Bden and Molotov) sake approach 
to two Yietnas parties or that ICC do 
so £ French prefer forser. 





Approved For Release 2003/01Y29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000600010018-1 


r 


25X1 


I 







If. Diem goveraaent > meanwhile apparently 


planning to use two arguments as basis for 
backing away from any talks with Viet 
Minh, at least in July. 

A. Main argument is that South Vietnam not 
a signatory to Geneva agreement, thus 
not bound by its terms. 

B. Other argument— -or stall — is that only 
popularly elected National Assembly 
(which will not come into existence 
before fall) can deal with such vital 
matters. 

C. In addition. Diem has recently linked 
the status of the French Ixped it ionary 
Corps to subject of elections. 
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1. He regards It that 

I.. 

Viet mums* sovereignty be un» 

?. f 

questioned and complete before f; 

i 

any declaration on free elections | 

is na.de. 

B. Pies also points out that bis case f 
different from Adenauer and thee who 
bare full backing of Western powers; ^ 

Jr 

be wants similar Western agreement 
on bis government . 

X. When any declaration on elections 

made, Diem wants to fully dissociate 
bis government from Geneva accords. 

P. He feels this necessary to prevent 
ICC, which he profoundly distrusts, 
from coming in and taking over election 
arrangements. 

▼. These South Vietnamese points will scarcely 
impress Viet Hinh or — perhaps more im- 
portantly — the Indians. 
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1* Indian ICC ck&imn, on 31 May, m Ad 

n tt Trench had authority and it* has 
passed to Vietnamese, the latter are 
responsible; tout ve do not know h me 
much has passed to Vietnamese. * 

M. Questioned on whether Vietnamese 

"automatically inherit" responsibility 
of Geneva signatory, Indian said that 
is legal queetion to toe studied when 
it arises. 

C, Canadians on ICC take position that 
Commission members have no role re- 
garding elections until both sides 
agreed on all details. 

#. tout Indians, with support of Poise, 
unlikely to accept so passive a role. 
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4, Article 7 of this «ww«t «»t«ir | 

■ryisj 

"The cenieres&o* declare®, that, so far | 
as Tietnaj* la eeuoosnod, the settlement, 
©ff political protolema* effected on the 
teal© ©f respect for the principles 
©f ioi<ip«iuSeaee» salty a»d territorial jf 
integrity, shall psmit the Yictnanes© 
people to enjoy the fundamental freedom 
guaranteed by democratic last 1 tut Iona 
established aa a result of fr©o general 
elections by secret ballot. In order 
that the restoration of peace nay hare 
made sufficient progress and that 

i. 

there nay be present all the necessary 
conditions to permit the free expression; 
of the national will, general elections 
mill take place in fnly lt5i, under the 
1 control of an international eonuission 

composed of represen tat ires of the 
states which are members of the inter- 
national commission for usperrision and 
control proridsd for in the accord or 
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the CMMtion of hoitllitiM. Coa- 
raltktloM will tak« pito* on thin 
rabjcot between eaqnttat repreacitA- 
tin authorities of the two nones 
after July 20, 1955. " 

B. The French Foreign Off lew rocontly 
stated that legal office has inter- 
preted thin article an Meaning that 
Yletmanese-Yiet Miah contact should 
take place on 20 July 1955, and not 
Just at «ei»® time subsequent thereto. 
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